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During their absence Uttara, Abhimanyu's wife, gave
birth to a dead child. He was probably born y months
old and had suffered in the womb owing to the shock
which his mother must have received on hearing Abhi-
manyu's death. The last ray of hope of future progeny
was thus gone and a cry of wailing came from the female
apartments of the Pandavas* palace. Shrikrishna who
had come there for the Ashwamedha was moved by the
lamentations of Subhadra, his sister, Kunti, his father's
sister, Draupadi and Uttara. He took the still-born child
in his lap and swore : u As I have not spoken an untruth
even in joke let this child come to life. As I have never
run ^way from battle, as I have always held Dharma and
Brahmanas dearest to me, as I have never gone to fight
for the sake of quarrel alone, let this child come to life/'
And slowly the child began to breathe and the joy of the
Bharata women knew no bounds. The child thus saved
by the Yogic power of Krishna was named Parikshit.
When Parikshit was a month old the Pandavas re-
turned from the Himalayas bearing with them immense
loads of gold and jewels ; they were overjoyed to hear
Krishna's last act of kindness towards them and they
worshipped him as their life-long benefactor. Prepara-
tions were immediately begun for the performance of
the sacrifice. A horse was let loose and it roamed about
the world followed by Arjuna. There were very few
who could oppose the hero of the Bharata war, and the
few that could? gladly tendered their submission to him.
Later poets have, however, related another Mahabharata
over this world-conquering tour of'Arjuna and the
Ashwamedha of Jaimini is an illustration of it When